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Abstract

This presentation will aim at applying harm reduction approach in work with active drug users. It presents it as a broader concept of social work and as a part of preparation of social workers. It will inform about the first experiences with teaching separate course on harm reduction at university level in Slovakia.

In their work, social workers meet with individuals, families or communities that have been influenced by the drug use. In order to understand and efficiently react on their clients' needs, they should be able to understand drug use from the client’s perspective – which is basic aspect of harm reduction. However, this approach is fairly unknown and accepted in Slovakia, both among experts and lay public. Therefore we started contemplating the possibility to further develop harm reduction in Slovakia. The result of cooperation between Faculty of Education, Matej Bel University and NOS – OSF is this course Introduction to Harm Reduction for 2nd year students of social work. This course has been successfully run in two academic years already. 

The course was developed by an international group of experts, under Don McVinney’s supervision from Columbia University New York. The author will share her experiences from teaching the course at the University, results of monitoring of the course implementation and future plans for dissemination of this idea to other universities in Slovakia.

